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Department of the Interior through the Governor of the Virgin Islands This 


Division, under the supervision of the Secretary of the Interior, is the principal 


agency responsible for the development and execution of the Territorial policy 
of the United States in the islands. 
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one of which was the hope that the committee or a subcommittee might make 
inspection of the agriculture of the islands before passing upo” 
another, the feeling of the committee that the program proposed 


rtment of Agriculture for the islands was some*what more extensive 





by th D D 


than mi ! be necessary 
Due to reasons beyond the control of the committee, a subcommittee was not 
able to visit the islands until too late in the Righty first (‘ongress to permit 
action on the bill during that Congress Accordingly, the bill was reintroduced 
the Eightv-seecond Congress as H. R. 4027, the bill reported herewit! In the 


meantime the Department of Agriculture had revised somewhat its proposed 
research and extension program for the Virgin Islands, in accordance with the 











suggestions made by the committee at its hearing during t he Fight, first Con- 
ress That revised program was presented orally to the committee during its 
trings on this bill (H. R. 4027) and met with committee approval. 
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In its or | recommendations to the committee on this subjeet, the Depart 
of Ag ture proposed to carry on its research experimental, soil conserva 
edueational programs in the Virgin Islands along the same pattern under 

‘ ) ro is al administered in the States VIZ, the maintenance of a 

separa ’ tive « for each of the separate activities. It was 
this asp e proposa » committee felt in its original hearings on the 





bill might well be modified. In accordance with the suggestions of the committee, 
Department has modified its reeommendations in this regard and the modified 
proposal is embodied in the letter from the Secretary of Agriculture on the proposed 


slatio 

Under the revised program of the Department of Agriculture, the various 
aspects of the program will be coordinated under one direetor. He will have 
several assistants qualified in the various phases of the program, such as research, 


soil conservation, edueation, ete., but these will work as a team under the director 


instead of being set off individually in their different administrative fields as they 


are normally in carrying out these programs in the States. 

The committee believes that this will result in a coordinated and integrated 
agricultural program adapted to the needs of the Virgin Islands. It will also 
result in a substantial saving in personnel and appropriations over the program 


DEPARTMENT REPORTS 


Following are letters from the Department of the Interior and the Department 
of Agriculture, reeommending enactment of this legislation. The letter from the 
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Department of the Interior is directed to the identical bill (H. R. 8357) which was 
considered but not reported in the Eighty-first Congress Che letter from the 
Department of Agriculture is directed to t bill herewith reported (H. R. 4027 
and embodies the revised program recomme! dat ons Of that ce part ent 





Hon. Haroutp D. Coouey, 
Chairman, Comrattee or id : Lure 


House ol Pe presentat es, 1H ashingto D 


My Dear Mr. Coouey: TI s repli 
f this Department on H. R. 8357, a bill to pro for a 
in the Virgin Islands 

I recommend that H. R. 8357 be enacted 
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DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, 
OFFIC! oO rH SECR rARY 


Hon. Haroutp D. Coorey, 
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, 
House of Re presentat 

Dear Mr. Coorey: This is in response to vour request of May 14, 1951, for 
a report on H. R. 4027, a bill to provide for an agricultural program in the Virgin 
Islands 

On October 27, 1949, we transmitted to you a leg 
departmental programs in the fields of agricultural research and extension to 
the Virgin Islands. Our plans for conducting these programs, if authorized, 
together with an estimate of administrative cost, were set forth in an accompany- 


islative proposal for extending 
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ing report of a committee of this Department on the agricultural resources, needs, 
and possibilities of the Virgin Islands \ bill to implement this proposal, H. R 
$357, was introduced in the Eighty-first Congress, second session A hearing 
on this bill was held by the House Committee on Agriculture on June 15, 1950 

As a result of questions brought out in this hearing we have reconsidered our 
proposal and are now offering for your consideration some additional 


suggestior Our comments are directed to H. R. 4027, Kightv-second Congress, 








first session, which would authorize the program originally recommended now 
ler consideration*yv the Committee on Agriculture 
Research and extension program activities in the Virgin Islands, if authorized, 
could be conducted under the loeal leadership of a director Under such an ar 
rangement, the local leader would have a joint assignment for the local adminis 
tration of both research and extension activities 1d would be considered as the 
idn itive representative of the Department of Agriculture in matters it 
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